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Packaged”?

Publication of a new guide
to packaging

A booklet to help councils, waste management
firms and packaging producers communicate
consistent messages about packaging waste and
recycling has been published by the Packaging
Resources Action Group (PRAG).

The materials and energy used to make a product
are typically ten times greater than the resources
used to make its packaging.

An average household buys 4,000 products per
year weighing 3 tonnes.

Less than 200kg of packaging prevents these
resoures from ending up as waste.

Households generate far more food & drink waste
(8.3 million Tonnes pa) than used packaging

(4.7 million Tonnes). Aimost half (44%) of this
packaging is collected for recycling.

Even greater amounts of food go to waste in
countries which don’t have the UK’s efficient
distribution and packaging systems; in Russia
over 40% is wasted. In the UK only 2% is wasted
between farm and retail depot.

On its journey from farm or factory a product may
have to survive extreme temperatures and even be
dropped. Packaging has to protect it from these
hazards.






